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and for every other. There is a middle measure
which satisfies all parties, be they never so many
or so resolute for their own. Every man finds a
sanction for his simplest claims and deeds in- de-
cisions of his ,own mind, which he calls Truth
and Holiness. In these decisions all the citizens
find a perfect agreement, and only in these; not
in what is good to eat, good to wear, good use of
time, or what amount of land or public aid each
is entitled to claim. This truth and justice men
presently endeavour to make application of to the
measuring of land, the apportionment of service,
the protection of life and property. Their first
endeavours, no doubt, are very awkward. Yet
absolute right is the first governor; or, every
government is an impure theocracy. The idea
after which each community is aiming to make
and mend its law, is the will of the wise man.
The wise man it cannot find in nature, and it
makes awkward but earnest efforts to secure his
government by contrivance; as by causing the en-
tire people to give their voices on every measure;
or by a double choice to get the representation of
the whole; or by a selection of the best citizens;
or to secure the advantages of efficiency and in-
ternal peace by confiding the government to one,
who may himself select his agents. All forms of
government symbolize an immortal government,
common to all dynasties and independent of num-